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Stop, Look 

Listen 
At the Montezuma Depot 

The Macon County Historical 

Museum is a nonprofit educational 

association that collects, 

preserves and interprets the 

history of Macon County, Georgia. 

The collection 

represents the 

settlement of 

the communities 

along the banks 

of the flint, 

from the first Native Americans to 

the present day. Exhibits emphasize 

the period from the founding of 

the County in 1837, through the 

end of the 20th century. 

The museum features a model 

railroad, books, photographs, 

documents, scrap books, a digital 

photo archive, arrowheads, 

artifacts, farming implements, 

furnishings, home wares and other 

cultural objects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Free Admission 

The museum is open 

Tuesday through 

Saturday 9-5 or by 

appointment for 

educational and civic 

groups. 

For an appointment, more 

information, to loan and donate 

items, or to volunteer, please 

contact: 

 

Montezuma Downtown Development 

Authority Camille Bielby 

(478) 472-4777 
 

Macon County Historical Society 

President & Historical Museum 

Board Member Tony Barrett 

(478) 967-2949 

 

 

History books, historic afghans and 

note cards are for sale in the Depot 

gift shop. 

 

www.maconcountyga.org 

Visitors, newcomers and those whose 

family histories are entwined with the 

stories of the towns can learn about 

the farms, forests, bluffs and swamps 

nestled along the Flint River.  

Newspaper clippings offer a glimpse 

into Macon County’s railroad and 

resort heydays and tell of towns and 

settlements that only exist today in 

stories and faded photographs. 

The 

MACON 

COUNTY 
HISTORICAL 

MUSEUM 

Downtown  In the Depot 

97 South Dooly Street  

At East Railroad Street  

Montezuma, Georgia 

 

Museum 

Collections 

Management 
 

It is the policy of the Macon 

County Historical Museum to 

collect only those objects made 

and/or used in Macon County 

 Associated with a person, place 

or event in the County 

 Typical or representative of 

objects made or used in the 

County 

 Historical, cultural or 

aesthetic in nature 

 Cover the period from 1837 to 

2000 and for which the museum 

has an ultimate use and the 

ability to care for and preserve 

Exhibits bring the past to life from the 

county’s first farmer and peach 

grower, Chief Timpoochee (Timothy) 

Barnard, to cotton farmers and the 

establishment of the frozen food 

industry by local entrepreneurs to 

create jobs for returning soldiers.  

Commercial artifacts, scrapbooks and 

maps range from the days of the 

trading post to steamboat building, 

the fashionable Miona Springs, rural 

electrification and thriving 

downtown merchants patronized by 

farming families from miles around.  
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Architecture 

Of Hope 
“The South of 1910 was small 

towns. …More than any other 

building of that era, courthouses 

symbolized the collective self-

image of the townspeople.” 

 

“Similarly…depots symbolized the 

hopes for a promising future, and 

the neglect of these depots 

symbolizes the disappointment of 

those hopes.” 
 

Publisher’s Comments for 

The Courthouse and Depot in 

Georgia, 1833-1910: The 

Architecture of Hope in an Age of 

Despair  

By Wilber Caldwell, 2001 

Montezuma's 1890 depot was 

constructed on the site of an 

earlier depot. In 1924, a concrete 

platform was added and in 1932 a 

brick firewall was built near the 

center of the building.  

Norfolk Southern Railroad gave the 

Montezuma depot to the Macon 

County Historical Society in 1980. 

The Nationally Registered structure 

was rehabilitated in 2002 and now 

serves as the Macon County 

Historical Museum. The museum 

preserves and maintains memories of 

the events and people that shaped 

Macon County. 

 

Visitors---and those whose families’ 

lives are intertwined with the stories 

of the towns that formed on the 

banks of the Flint River---can learn 

about places that exist only in 

memories and faded photographs. A 

spinning wheel, potbellied stove, 

butter churn, washboard and stove-

heated irons tell a tale of times when 

it took working dawn to dusk to feed 

and clothe a family home from a day in 

the fields. 

Adding machines, typewriters and 

photos of switchboard operators 

remind us that rural electrification 

was not that long ago. Charts and 

maps show the 50-million-year-old 

Tallahatta Formation, a marine 

ecosystem which left fossilized 

seashells behind on the river bluff. 

The model railroad links history to 

the present. Local heritage is as tied 

to the railroad as it is to the Flint 

River and peach farming. Macon 

County remains a crossroad for 

commerce just as it was in the days of 

the trading post, stagecoach and 

steamboat. 

 

Miona Springs Hotel famed for flavored mineral springs 


