


Points of Interest for Visitors to  Historic Montezuma  

1. Downtown Montezuma is listed on the National Historic Register.  ¢Ǌȅ WƻǎƛŜΩǎ 

ǎƻǳƭ ŦƻƻŘΣ ¢ǊƻȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ōǳǊƎŜǊǎ, CarterΩs Fried Chicken or La Casa Maya for 

lunch.  The town was completely submerged by the Flood of 1994 and 

benefited from streetscapes and park spaces during recovery efforts.  Today, 

downtown is undergoing an economic revitalization led by MontezumaΩs 

Downtown Development Authority and its volunteer board of directors.  The DDA is redeveloping 

properties and promoting downtownΩs commercial, visitor and retirement opportunities. 

 

2. The City of Montezuma is in the process of a major airport expansion project.  The Dr. C. P. Savage, 

{ǊΦ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ǌǳƴway length is 4,200 linear feet and needs to be extended an additional 800 

linear feet to accommodate corporate aircraft.  The AirGeorgia Initiative seeks to ultimately extend 

all rural airport runways to at least 5,000 feet, placing every Georgian within a 30-minute drive of an 

airport capable of serving 85 percent of the corporate aircraft flying today.  It is anticipated that this 

project will lead to an indirect local and regional impact by increasing accessibility to the community 

for business and industry; improve MontezumaΩǎ industrial marketability; and enhance 

opportunities for regional economic growth. 

 

3. WMNZ radio station is MontezumaΩs own AM broadcast dedicated to local news and sports.  Owned 

and operated by the second generation of the Blizzard Family, the station is celebrating 47 years on 

air.  It is located in a historic building above the McKenzie Agency, overlooking downtown 

Montezuma.  Blizzard starts each morningΩs broadcast with a birthday and anniversary calendar, 

recognizing residentsτboth alive and those who remain in memory only.  Sundays feature άThe 

Heaven Bound Trainέ program with live broadcasts from several of the communityΩs church services. 

 

4. Macon County Historical Museum is located in the Montezuma Depot, also listed on 

the National Historic Register.  The Macon County Historical Museum is a nonprofit 

educational association that collects, preserves and interprets the history of Macon 

County, Georgia.  The collection represents the settlement of the communities 

along the banks of the flint, from the first Native Americans to the present day. Exhibits emphasize 

the period from the founding of the County in 1837, through the end of 

the 20th century.  The museum features a model railroad, books, 

photographs, documents, scrap books, a digital photo archive, 

arrowheads, artifacts, farming implements, furnishings, home wares and 

other cultural objects. 

 

5. There are many lovely homes for the visitor to see all along Engram Street and the streets between 

North Dooly Street and Engram Street.  The Montezuma Downtown Development Authority is 

currently developing a Heritage Driving Tour Guide with a Historic Preservation Grant.  Affordable 



historic homes have been attracting retirees seeking a safe and friendly community with excellent 

health care facilities. 

Montezuma 

11 House on Literary Hill 
Built in 1885 by Capt. J.E. DeVaughn for his new bride "Mollie" Porter, this is a fine two-story 
neoclassical style home.  The porch has four Corinthian columns and two Corinthian 
monumental pilasters, all of which are fluted.   Modillions and a large fanlight window can be 
found in the pedimented top of the porch.  There is a nice balustraded balcony on the second floor entrance. 

12 Carl Savage Home 
This is a fine turn of the century residence.  Note the wraparound veranda with rounded corner 
porches.  The porch roof is supported by slender Corinthian columns with dentil work along the 
eaves.  The second story eave sports brackets.   The house still retains its original slate roof.  
Note the dormer and chimneys with their paneled shafts and corbelled caps. 

  Downtown 
South Dooly, Railroad, Cabot and Cherry Streets exhibit a fine collection of late 19th century 
and early 20th century commercial architecture.   

 
Montezuma Depot - Macon County Historical Museum 
This building reflects the importance of the railroad in marketing agricultural goods.  Note the 
paired brackets along the eaves.  The museum houses a model railroad display, artifacts, and 
historical items from Macon County. 

Macon County Chamber of Commerce Built in 1906 with money from the Andrew Carnegie 
Foundation, this building is one of Macon County's finest.  Take a moment to visit the 
Chamber of Commerce.  It is even more impressive on the interior with its massive wooden 
doors and columns. 

13 Blue House 
This quaint Victorian structure has a Tudor feel about it with is overhang and multi-paned windows 
in the dormer.  The back porch is screened with latticework. 

14 Montezuma United Methodist Church 
Built in 1916, this church is an outstanding landmark with its large Doric columns and pediment.  
In the recessed doorway is a pressed tin ceiling 

. 

15 First Baptist Church 
Constructed in 1899, this red brick building sits prominently on North Dooly Street.  Note the interesting belfry 
and the dentil work along the eaves.   The church's doors are accented by fan lights.   

16 McKenzie Home 
This elaborate turn-of-the-century Classical Revival structure is one of the finer homes in town.  
Large Corinthian columns with elaborately decorated entablature grace the front of the house.  
Note the decorated pediments over the first floor windows and the balustraded balcony over the 
second floor entrance. 



17 Windham Home 
An early 1900's neo-classical home that reflects the prosperity of those years.  A brick structure 
with accurate use of classical entablature of Doric columns.  Note the side carports.  

18 South Mirror Image House 
The reverse of the house to the north.  Note the paired brackets along the eave, stained glass and 
the original tin roof, pressed to resemble shingles. 

19 North Mirror Image House 
This home is the reverse of the house to the south.    Note the spindles, gingerbread trim, and 
other decorations on the porch and screen door. 

20 Traveler's Rest Bed and Breakfast 
A beautiful 1890's home with wraparound porch.  Note the letter "M" on the front gable. 

21 Watson-Mathews Funeral Home 
An unusual building with large conical porch roof and oval entrance hall.   The structure sports 
fine dentil work and fluted columns. 

6. Montezuma is home to a large Mennonite Community. In the mid-1950's eleven families of Beachy 

Mennonites from Virginia established a community here. Today the community consists of more 

than 100 families.  The Mennonites provide us an example of hard work, simple living, and 

agribusiness expertise.   A ride through picturesque farmsteads gives a glimpse of a spiritual culture 

and adherence to values that bind families to the land and to each other.  Bible verse signs grace 

mailboxes and remind passersby of a faith and ethic that are often associated with a bygone era. 

 

7. YoderΩs Deutch Haus Restaurant and Bakery is a popular visitor destination, 

drawing bus loads of diners with famed family style meals and classic dessert 

pies.  The bakery features cakes, cookies, donuts, fresh-baked bread, cinnamon 

rolls and locally made jellies.  A gift shop offers souvenirs to cherish as 

mementos of your visit. 

 

8. The Flint River offers many recreational opportunities to visitors.  Boating and 

fishing enthusiasts can choose from two accessible public access boat ramps, 

Hooks Landing between Oglethorpe and Montezuma on Highway 49 and 

Crooks Landing between Montezuma and Marshallville on Highway 49.  The 

Montezuma Bluff Wildlife Management Area is a 500 acre stand of relatively 

undisturbed mature hardwood forest surrounding Crooks Landing. The damp, shady slopes sheer off 

in a 150-foot escarpment of eroded limestone to form a spectacular bluff overlooking a towering 

beechwood swamp. Boaters can enjoy magnificent views of the bluffs while 

exploring the swampy creeks and sandbars below. Visitors can see 50 million 

year old fossilized limestone encrusted with ancient 

sea shells from the Tallahatta Formation marine 

ecosystem. Every spring hikers enjoy a stunning 

display of one of the state's largest populations of 

http://georgiawildlife.dnr.state.ga.us/content/displayboatramp.asp?ID=5010
http://www.maconcountyga.org/bluffbrochure.pdf


rare trillium. The endangered blossoms are clustered among fossils and other protected plant 

species. They reach for the sun through a blanket of leaves beneath the branches of old-growth 

beech and magnolia. Trails are open only to foot traffic and include wildlife viewing platforms.  More 

information on the history and wildlife on the Flint River is available from 

http://www.gwf.org/resources/naturalgeorgia/flint.html 

 

9. Brown Farm Market is a family-owned and managed farming business that 

grows traditional row crops such as cotton, peanuts, and corn, as well as 

seasonal vegetables.  In addition, they 

produce pecans and late season peaches.  

Visit the roadside farm market during the 

summer months, to sample a wide variety 

of fruits, vegetables, homemade peach ice 

cream, unique items for your home, and 

"pick your own" flowers.   Have a peach 

blossom pastry with an icy hand-squeezed lemonade or sweet tea 

while shopping for peach pickles, peach butter and peach 

preserves.  The best homemade ice cream can be found at the 

farm market. It is made daily with lots of fresh peaches straight 

from the farm.  It's real ice cream, not soft serve, and is loaded 

with the BrownΩs very best peaches. The Browns go the 'last mile' 

when making ice cream-- only the best ingredients and they don't 

spare the peaches, an important step in producing superb ice cream. 

 

10. Kauffman's is a twenty five year old strawberry you-pick farm located just 

outside of MontezumaΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ.  The beautiful 18 acre farm is open 

year round.   Specializing not only in strawberries, we grow peaches, 

blueberries, figs, vegetables, herbs, flowers, 

host educational tours, field trips, classes, 

and other special events.  One of our favorite 

things to do at Kauffman's is to teach - 

especially children.  They have a wonderful 

staff that loves children and enjoys teaching 

about strawberry growing or other aspects of farm living.  Check out 

the café in the farmΩǎ ǎƛƭƻ ŀƴŘ ǘry a cone of fresh strawberry soft 

serve ice cream or a cool glass of strawberry lemonade and take 

home a strawberry cake or strawberry turnovers.  The farm is a 

certified organic grower, a purple martin sanctuary and one of the 

only hydropoinc strawberry growers in Georgia.  Vistors can enjoy a petting barn, cow train rides, 

hay rides, bonfires and special holiday events.  The market offers pumpkins in the fall and Christmas 

trees in the winter. 

http://www.gwf.org/resources/naturalgeorgia/flint.html


11. The Beaver Creek Festival is hosted each fall in Downtown MontezumaΩs Unity 

Park to celebrate recovery from the Flood of 1994.  The festival draws around 

3,000 attendees with musical performances, a costume parade, delicious food 

and craft vendors.  A Troy Burger Eating Contest 

is a crowd pleaser, as the delectable little square 

burgers are one of MontezumaΩs many claims to 

fame.  The grand finale is the Chamber of 

CommerceΩs duck race, which earns the winners 

a thousand dollars and other great prizes.  The 

festival is hosted in the Charlie Jackson Unity Park, which formerly housed 

buildings lost in a devastating downtown fire.  The rear facade of a remaining 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ά²ŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ 

ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ǇƘƻŜƴƛȄ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 

represents rebuilding from fire and flood, serving as the namesake for a new 

outdoor  theater project. 

 

12. wŜƭŀȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘȅ ǇƻǊŎƘ ŀǘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜǊΩǎ wŜǎǘ .ŜŘ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ 

church bell hymns from the nearby historic Methodist church.  Stay for the 

weekend to enjoy the acclaimed hospitality of 

Adele Goodman, innkeeper and owner of this 

1899 Victorian home.  Her work has propelled 

her all around the world from her native South Africa to London, 

Paris, Egypt and more before settling in Atlanta.  She brings the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊe and heritage to her inn in a most remarkable way 

because she chose the closeness and calmness of small-town 

America.  The stately two-story home and carriage house offer pet friendly accommodations and 

gourmet dining.  The Inn is named after the community that preceeded Montezuma in 1851, before 

the town relocated to take advantage of the route the railroad selected. 

 

13. Located near Montezuma, Georgia just 15 miles west of I - 75 in the 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ aŜƴƴƻƴƛǘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ opportunity to escape 

the confusion of city life. The Yoders, descendants of the original 

Mennonites that relocated to Georgia from Virginia, invite you into 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ άƘƻƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ нрл ŀŎǊŜ ŘŀƛǊȅ ŦŀǊƳ 

complete with green fields, lush growing crops, and tranquil sunsets. 

The two-story home was built in the 

early 1950's by Christian and Anna Yoder with help from the local 

Mennonite community. The construction frolics were a Mennonite 

tradition that saved money and instilled a fellowship that remains 

today. Each room is individually heated and cooled to assure your 

personal comfort and a small kitchen is provided for individual 

tastes. The Yoder family prepares typical Mennonite baked goods to accompany the warm 


